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STITTSVILLE VILLAGE ASSOCIATION

NINETH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Monday, 16 November 2009 at 7:00 PM

Former Goulbourn Township Municipal Building

D R A F T   A G E N D A
7:00   1. Welcome and Refreshments

7:30   2. Call to Order and Introductions --- Metin Akgun
3. Approval of the Agenda
4. Adoption of the Minutes of the Eighth Annual General Meeting
5. Keynote Address by Ward 6 Councillor Shad Qadri
6. President’s Annual Report

7. Directors Annual Reports
7.1. Communication --- Metin Akgun


7.2. Transportation --- Metin Akgun

 

7.3. Fitness Instructor Courses --- Metin Akgun
7.4. Planning Issues --- David Jenkins
7.5. Excellence in Civic Leadership Award --- Louise Beggs
7.6. Community Social Events 


7.6.1. Parade of Lights 2008 --- Marion Gullock



7.6.2. Winter Fest 2009 --- Marion Gullock



7.6.3. Artists and Authors in the Park --- Metin Akgun


7.6.4. Canada Day 2009 --- Theresa Qadri



7.6.5. Village Fest 2009 --- Theresa Qadri



7.6.6. Soap Box Derby --- Marion Gullock/Mike O'Rourke
8. Treasurer’s Report --- Jean Kerr
9. Election of Officers and Directors at Large --- Louise Beggs
9.1. Election of Officers


8.1.1 Election of the Vice-President


8.1.2 Election of the Secretary   
9.2. Election of Directors at Large
10. New Business 

11. Meeting Calendar for the new Executive


- Annual Calendar 

- First Executive Meeting - Thursday, December 10th at 7:00 PM

12. Adjournment
"Thank you for caring about your Community"
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MINUTES

EIGHTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

15 November 2008 at 7:00 P.M.

Former Goulbourn Township Municipal Building
Attendees:
Metin Akgun, Marion Gullock, Theresa Qadri, Jean Kerr, David Jenkins, Louise Beggs, Ron Beck, Doug Sutherland, Christine Hartig, Evelyn Leroux. 
Absent: 
Robin Derrick
Guests:
Councillor Shad Qadri, John Curry of the Stittsville News, Sabine Gibbins (EMC), David Fairbrother, Lynn & Jim Arseneault, Terry Toneguzzi, Mike O’Rourke, Phil Sweetnam, Helen Rivest, Marilyn Jenkins and Ken LaRue.

The first 30 minutes of the meeting were reserved for attendees to mingle and have informal talks. Coffee, Tea and cold drinks and some finger food was served. The formal proceedings started at 7:30 p.m.

1. Call to Order and Introductions – The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. by welcoming everyone.  He then invited the SVA Executive members present to introduce themselves.
2. Approval of Agenda – There were no changes to the proposed agenda.  David Jenkins motioned that it be adopted as distributed.  Louise Beggs seconded.  Motion carried.
3. Adoption of Minutes of the Seventh Annual General Meeting – The minutes were adopted as presented. A motion was made by Louise Beggs and seconded by Ron Beck.  Motion carried.
4. Comments by Ward 6 Councillor Shad Qadri – Councillor Qadri commenced by saying that the SVA has become an entity of a friend in the community.  The public may not attend our meetings but keep up to date by read the newspaper accounts of our meetings and visit the website.  The SVA has maintained the village atmosphere which is one of the many reasons younger people relocate to Stittsville.  Stittsville is a mark of a successful community after amalgamation.  David Jenkins is a strength of voice in City Hall standing up for the community.  
5. President’s Annual Report – Metin Akgun summarized the work during the past year with an outlook for the coming year. A copy of his report was distributed at the meeting.
6. Director’s Annual Reports – Metin invited the Directors to present their reports.
6.1 Communication – Metin Akgun presented his report on the SVA website, the issue of discontinuing a newsletter, the issuing of a pamphlet and the contributions of our local newspapers.  A copy of his report was distributed at the meeting.
6.2 Transportation – Metin Akgun spoke of Rapid Transit, transit tax and some transportation planning of the City of Ottawa. The detailed report was distributed at the meeting

6.3 Planning Issues – David Jenkins  talked about intensification and the issue of density, design standards, amendments to the Official Plan as well as several proposed developments where zoning changes had been requested and their outcome.  A copy of his report was distributed at the meeting..

6.4 Community Social Events  -  Copies of all reports were distributed at the meeting.
· Parade Lights 2007 – Marion Gullock

·  Winter Fest 2008 – Marion Gullock

· Art-in-the-Park 2008 – Theresa Qadri

· Canada Day 2008 – Theresa Qadri

· Authors-in-the-Park 2008 – Metin Akgun

As far as we know this is the first book fair held in the open and was reasonably successful. In 2008 – 2009  we are proposing to combine Art-in-the-Park and Authors-in-the-Park to attract more visitors.

· Village Fest 2008 – Robin Derrick

· Soap Box Derby – Mike O’Rourke

7. Treasurer’s Report – Jean Kerr reported on the financial performance of the Association. As in past years overall the year was ended with a surplus, although it was noted that some events had a deficit. She also noted that most attendees to the events are not aware of the cost of staging these events and are often reluctant to make any donations. She thanked all businesses who again generously donated towards the needs of the Association. A copy of the Financial Report was distributed at the meeting.    

8. Election of Officers and Directors – David Jenkins acted as the coordinator for these elections. 

In accordance with the Constitution, the following were elected to the 
Executive for a two year term:

8.1 Election of the President – Metin Akgun

8.2 Election of the Treasurer – Jean Kerr

8.3 Election of Directors at Large 




  Marion Gullock





  Louise Beggs





  David Fairbrothers





  Kerry Toneguzzi





  Ken LaRue





  Phil Sweetnam

While only 5 Directors had to be elected according to the Constitution, the President suggested that an exception be made and all 6 nominations be accepted.

Metin thanked all for the trust put in him and looked forward to working with a good slate of colleagues as Executive.

9. New Business – 
Marion reminded everyone that it was seasonally time to purchase Reindeer Insurance which would also be offered at the Parade of Lights.  
10. Meeting Calendar for the new Executive – Metin Akgun

Metin mentioned for the benefit of the new Directors that the SVA meets on the second Thursday of every month and that all residents are welcome.

The new and former executive were invited on December 11th  for a Christmas Cheer after a short first executive meeting of the year 2008 – 2009.

11. Adjournment – Metin Akgun moved the adjournment of the meeting, seconded by Jean Kerr. Carried.
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Metin Akgun

President

Stittsville Village Association
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
2008 – 2009
The year 2008 - 2009 was a very busy year. In addition to staging the many social and commemorative events, which have been staged now for many years, we also embarked on some new activities, such as combining the Artists in the Park with the Authors in the Park event to provide enhanced opportunities for both the exhibitors as well as the residents, established a civic leadership award for graduating students from the high schools which are attended by most of our students and finally we applied on behalf of about 10 community associations in the western rural part of City of Ottawa for City of Ottawa funding to train volunteers as fitness instructors for seniors in these communities.

I would like to thank to our Executive members for their greatly appreciated efforts to organize and stage these events. No less my thanks also go to numerous volunteers who assisted in the organizing of these events. Despite tough economic times our business community and builders generously supported us with donations that enabled us to stage these events. As usual our volunteer firefighters did not spare any effort in participating in a major way in these events and delighted many participants with their now traditional pancake and sausage breakfast at the fire hall. Last but not least I would like to thank our Councillor Shad Qadri for his not only interest in the associations activities but his active support and participation in them.

At the end of November 2008 once again the Parade of Lights took place on Stittsville Main Street and the Village Square Park. At the End of February 2009 Winter fest was organized at the Ralph Street Park. After the absence for a couple of years, Bed-Races were back, which was again the highlight of the Day. In conjunction with Winter fest the Ottawa-Stittsville Rotary Club again organized a Trivial-Challenge Evening at the Stittsville Lion's Club Hall.  Canada Day celebrations attracted as usual many residents not only from Stittsville but also some from surrounding townships. The fireworks were as usual the big attraction.  The Village fest, honouring our police forces, took place at the beginning of October and started with a Parade along Stittsville Main Street. As a novelty a farmers market was organized at the Village Square in addition to entertainment for children and excellent stage performances by dancers, bands and the Stittsville concert band. for the third year the Soap Box Derby Races took place on Abbott Street. Participants came from as far as Windsor - a truly provincial event. The details of these events are outlined in the individual reports provided by the organizing committee chairs. 

Effort was again spent regarding proposed developments including the Fernbank Community Design Plan, the City of Ottawa Comprehensive Zoning By-Law, the expansion of the urban boundary as it related to Stittsville and some specific development proposals to ensure that they are compatible with the existing Stittsville Community. I would like to note, that as the Ward grows, also the issues we have to deal with are increasing. 

The SVA also spent considerable time with respect to the evolving public transit system in Stittsville including the discussion of the proposed rapid transit system for Ottawa. More information is provided in the report on Transportation.

There was essentially no activity on the issue of waste management and its impact on Stittsville. We were invited to tour the waste to Energy facility of Waste Management at the Carp Road Landfill site. It is expected that Waste Management will issue a new Terms of Reference later this year. In conjunction with the Carp Road Landfill site a Community Liaison Committee for Landfill Carp (C.L.C.L.C) has been established (The Chairman is Phil Sweetnam, Director of the SVA). This Committee will inform the SVA of any developments that may impact Stittsville.

With respect to communication we have continued to rely on our two community Newspapers: The Stittsville News and EMC Stittsville/Richmond. As time permits reporters from these two newspapers attend our meetings and come to our events. While we have tried to keep the SVA web site up-to-date, this was a rather spotty undertaking. The issue has been identified as not been technical (this being taken care by our web-master Gisele Andrews) but rather of entering and deleting information on a continuous basis. It will require a full-time person. 

Touching on the so important issue of our finances, we have been able to end up with a surplus as in other years, despite some lesser funds being donated to the SVA due to the difficult economic situation. We were able to cut somewhat the expenses for our events, without noticeably curtailing the quality of the entertainment and presentations. Raising funds for the SVA will continue to be an important part of the operation of the association.
Looking ahead: As this community grows, so will also issues that will have to be dealt with. Over time we have tried to take on new issues as they arose in order to fulfill our mandate.  It often has stretched our resources, both human and financial to the limits. I hope that with new people and new blood we will be able to meet these new challenges. An important reality is also, that several of our Executives have assumed their responsibilities in the association for many years, often since this association was established 9 years ago. They have rightly indicated that they would like to step down. It is important that their knowledge and experience does not get lost and can be transferred to those who would volunteer to join our executive when we have our elections.

Metin Akgun

President

16 November 2009
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TRANSPORTATION REPORT

2008 – 2009

During the past year there were only two issues which we got involved in:

1. Additional OC Transpo Service to Stittsville

2. Rapid Transit alternatives for Ottawa

1. Additional OC Transpo Service to Stittsville

As a result of discussions with OC Transpo at a Stittsville meeting in Fall of 2008 the weekday service of the route 163 servicing the Fairwinds development around Maple Grove Road  was extended at the beginning of July 2009 to Timbermere and Westridge Drive until Beverly Road and the Stittsville Community Centre. The service is provided by two buses at a 30 minute interval. This service operates between about 9:00 AM and 7:00 PM. My observation is, that the usage is rather poor. A survey should be made to determine whether this route is not meeting the needs of the residents.

There was also improvements to the all day 96 route. It has added late evening service to Stittsville, which benefits in particular people who take evening courses at the universities and Algonquin College; it is well used. Since May 2009 the service to Stittsville on Sundays was also improved by providing 30 minute service as during weekdays.

With the completion of Huntmar Road One of the Express Bus Routes now serves these new communities.

2. Rapid Transit Alternatives for Ottawa

There was another Open House in March 2009 regarding rapid transit alternatives. Those present at the Open House, mostly from Kanata with only few from Stittsville, indicated their preference for the east-west alternative with the tunnel option for downtown. Nobody is satisfied that for a long time Stittsville and Kanata will continue to rely on buses for transportation. I had provided an analysis of the use of buses vs. light rail showing that such a service to the Eagleson Park and Ride would be more economical. However such arguments had no impact. It is not clear, when Rapid Transit reaches Tunneys Pasture, whether West end Transit users would transfer to Light Rail or continue with buses to downtown.

Metin Akgun

President

16 November 2009
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FITNESS INSTRUCTOR TRAINING PROGRAM REPORT

2008 – 2009

In early April 2009 the SVA was approached by Gaetan Morin and Carolyn Stiff of the City of Ottawa Recreation and Parks Department with the problem of the need for more fitness Instructors for seniors in the rural areas in the western part of the City of Ottawa. Through discussions over time with community associations in these areas it was identified that providing fitness classes to seniors was significantly lagging behind those of urban areas of the City. It was difficult to motivate existing fitness instructors to go out to these remoter areas without some form of compensation for travel and time. This in turn would make the participation of seniors to fitness classes too expensive. Most of the community associations (about 10 or so served by Gaetan Morin and his staff) indicated that they could find volunteers to provide such classes if there was a way that they could be trained to become qualified fitness instructors.

Since there was a source of funding by the City, "2009 Non-Renewable Community Project Funding Program" Gaetan and Carolyn asked us whether we would be willing to make an application for these funds on behalf of the rural community associations to allow the training of a number of volunteers from these communities. They already had identified a good source for training these volunteers: Canadian Centre for Activity and Aging associated with the University of Western Ontario. The SVA agreed to deal with the application formalities based on our experience with other funding applications from the City of Ottawa in the past.

There were to be two courses, one in the Fall 2009 and the second one in late Winter 2010. Each course was to train 20 volunteers each. The training cost per volunteer was to be $250. Based on this estimate, a request for $10,000 was made. This request was approved in late June 2009.

The duration of each course is 36 hours to be provided over two weekends and one evening session. The course covers significant theoretical information to deal with infirmities, special  disabilities, etc. The course also provides actual physical exercises. 

The first course was given at the Stittsville Community Centre on Saturday October 31, Sunday November 1, Saturday November 7, Sunday November 8 and Friday November 13. While originally only 15 volunteers registered, less than what we had hoped, actually only 11 volunteers showed up for the Course.

The second Course is planned for some time in March 2010. At this point in time there are 3 registered volunteers.

By taking this course, the trained volunteers  commit themselves to provide at least 20 hours of fitness classes in their communities.

If this undertaking proves to be successful by providing fitness classes to seniors in the rural areas in the western part of the City of Ottawa, the Recreation and Parks Department may try to implement such training programs also in other rural parts of the City. The SVA expects that some other community association would apply for funding for this purpose.

Metin Akgun

President

16 November 2009
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COMMUNICATIONS  REPORT

2008 – 2009

The Stittsville Village Association has continued to use three mechanisms by which to communicate with the residents of Stittsville specifically:  the SVA website at www.stittsvilleva.com, the weekly community newspapers and the SVA Brochure.

Website and Newsletters

The SVA website has existed for a number of years and has been maintained, from the technical standpoint, by Gisele Andrews of Guiz Creations. The SVA Executive is responsible for determining the content of the website, including requests for updates and the like. Due to often other more pressing issues the web site has not been maintained as it should be. Considering that web sites are becoming the preferred vehicle to disseminate information and increasingly more people look for up-to-date information to organizations web sites, I recommend that one person, either one of the Directors or some other volunteer take full responsibility for ensuring that the information is regularly updated and is relevant.  

Weekly Community Newspapers

The three weekly local newspapers – the Stittsville News, (Metroland group) and the EMC Stittsville/Richmond (Record News Communications) – have throughout 2008 -2009, once again, very generously and extensively covered the activities of the SVA, by regularly reporting on the discussions taking place at our monthly Executive meetings as well as alerting residents of upcoming social and community events with significant detail.

The SVA would like to take this opportunity to express its appreciation to John Curry of The Stittsville News and to Sabine Gibbins of the EMC Stittsville/Richmond for their outstanding support of the SVA. I have to note with regret, that Sabine Gibbins is no longer with EMC and is now working in councillor Marianne Wilkinson's office. 

The SVA Brochure

The SVA Brochure, which was designed and printed during the year 2007 - 2008, has not been as effectively used as was planned. It has been placed in some bank branches and some real estate agencies and has only sporadically been distributed to attendees of our events such as Canada Day and Village Fest as an example. There are well over 1,000 copies still available and since the information is still relevant, they should be used more often in the coming year.

Metin Akgun

President

16 November 2009
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PLANNING ISSUES REPORT

2008 – 2009

The Association continues to play an active role in the planning and development activities affecting Stittsville. As we report every year, many of the projects in which we have been involved over the previous year are continuations from previous years, as well as new proposals which have surfaced since the last AGM.

Those planning issues to which we have provided input and which we feel have potentially the greatest impact on the growth of the community are summarized below.

Official Plan Review
As reported a year ago, the City of Ottawa’s Official Plan, established in 2003 had been undergoing intense scrutiny by the City in its first five year review as required by the Ontario Planning Act.  Of the proposed changes and updates to the Official Plan, the SVA had concentrated its comments and input mainly on concerns regarding compatibility and intensification, design standards, and urban boundary expansion.

The final draft of the proposed amendments was debated at a joint meeting of the Agricultural and Rural Affairs and Planning and Environment Committees on March 31st. At this meeting I again spoke to our Association’s position regarding the need to address community impact in any compatibility criteria in the plan,  particularly with respect to intensification projects.; and asked that consideration be given to the inclusion of a requirement for an independent social impact analysis to be conducted as part of the approval process. Such a step could identify and assess potential social effects of proposed developments/intensification projects on the community and, if necessary, recommend solutions between the various parties. This proposal was not accepted by the joint committees.

With respect to the further expansion of the urban boundary, the City, as we previously reported, had determined that it would need approximately 850 more hectares of land to meet the growth demand to 2031. The SVA’s ongoing position, as presented at the meeting, was that, given the logical expansion to accommodate the Fernbank lands, any further expansion in the area of Stittsville was neither necessary nor desirable. This included the proposed incorporation of lands south of Fernbank and east of Stittsville Main Street. In the final approved amendment, however, these latter parcels have been designated as a future urban area. One of the parcels is designated as 1921 Stittsville Main Street (Bell/Bradley lands) where an application for an Official Plan amendment converting the land designation to Urban from Rural was in abeyance pending the Official Plan review.

The amendments to the Official Plan were adopted by Council, as OPA 76, on June 24th.

Comprehensive Zoning By-law.

The Comprehensive Zoning By-law, harmonizing the by-laws from the 11 pre-amalgamation municipalities, was adopted by Council on June 25th, 2008.  Since that time, a provision in the By-law had been identified which the SVA felt could have a serious impact on Stittsville Main Street. Basically, the clause in question [101(a)(ii)] stated that any use in a Traditional Mainstreet Zone with a gross ground floor area of less than 150m2 (1615ft2) was not required to provide any parking space. This, it was felt could present future problems for Main Street where, unlike downtown, there was no on-street parking, metered parking, suitable side streets, etc. The Executive voted to seek an exemption to this provision and on July  23rd, Councillor Qadri was requested to seek an appropriate amendment. In response to the Councillor’s efforts in this matter on Sept. 9th,  senior planning management (John Moser) indicated that this “one size fits all” provision would stand and that no consideration would be given to exempting Stittsville from this requirement. Further steps in this matter have not yet been pursued.

Orville Station

After two years of discussions with the Planning Department and several meetings within the community in which very little changed from the original proposal, Dharma Developments submitted a request to the Committee of Adjustment for a total of fifteen minor variations in order to complete their  site plan proposal and to fit their project onto the two sites at 4 Orville Street and 1531-1541 Stittsville Main Street. The SVA submitted a detailed paper outlining our concerns with the application, with the requested setbacks, reduced parking arrangements, traffic implications, and with the whole issue of applying for fifteen variances instead of applying for a specific zoning by-law amendment. The Committee met on June 17th and in addition to the SVA, concerns and objections were raised by the ward councillor and area residents. The Committee, in a majority 3-2 decision, subsequently approved the application declaring the multiple requested changes to be one minor variance and giving its blessing to off-site parking.  In order to further pursue these concerns, the SVA filed an appeal of the Committee’s decisions with the Ontario Municipal Board on July 14th, at which time it was determined that the City of Ottawa had also filed an appeal on similar grounds.

On September 8th at the Planning and Environment Committee, where a decision was to be made on allowing the City’s appeal to go forward, I made a further presentation in support and subsequently submitted another to all Council members. On September 23rd  Council voted to support the appeal. The OMB have advised that a three day hearing is planned  for the appeals commencing on January 27th, 2010.   

1491-1493 Stittsville Main Street

Dharma Developments are proposing a project consisting of a five storey, 15 metre high, mixed use office/apartment building at the street with a grouping of six three storey stacked townhouses (36 units) at the rear. 1491 Main Street is zoned as Traditional Mainstreet (TM9) and1493 is zoned as Residential class 2 (R2A); Zoning By-law amendments would be required (and have been applied for) on both lots in order for such a development to proceed.

A public information meeting on this proposal, hosted by Councillor Qadri, was held on February 10th at which there appeared to be very little public support and many problem issues were identified, including size, scale, limited access, traffic generated, and the potential effect of the development on the character of Stittsville Main Street. On February 20th, a detailed letter outlining the SVA’s concerns with this proposal was sent to the Planning Department. In recent discussions with planning staff, we have been advised that the developer has made revisions to the proposal and that a public consultation meeting on the proposed revised by-law amendments and site plan will be held in the community on November 18th.

Fernbank Community Design Plan

The development of the Community Design Plan for the Fernbank lands, i.e. those lands west of the Carp River/Terry Fox extension, bordered by Hazeldean Road to the north, Iber and Shea Roads to the west and Fernbank Road to the south, has been underway since late November 2006, as reported at previous AGM’s.

The developers estimate that over 8500 units will be built, with a mixture of single homes, semi-detacheds, townhouses, and apartments giving an approximate population of some 24,000 people. Supporting infrastructure would include the extension of the North-South arterial road and the OC Transpo transitway to Fernbank Road, the extension and development of east-west collector roads, including Abbott Street, 13 schools of various levels and boards, and some 21 parks, including one 20 acre district park.

The final community meeting on the proposals, was held on April 27th , following completion of  the Third Party  Review of the Carp River Restoration Project. The draft Preferred land use plan, based on all the technical and community input and comments was then presented in a formal public consultation session before the Planning and Environment Committee on June 9th and subsequently adopted by City Council on June 24th as Amendment 77 to the Official Plan (OPA 77). Following adoption by Council, appeals were filed with the OMB by the Greenspace Alliance (storm-water management issues) and by Mattamy Homes (division/allocation of parkland issues). The hearings are scheduled for January 4th and March 1st respectively and until the outcomes are determined, the entire OPA 77 is held in abeyance. 

Mattamy Homes –Huntmar Drive/Maple Grove Road/Johnwoods St.

The development of Fairwinds North, on the north side of Maple Grove Road immediately west of Huntmar Drive continues with the construction of approximately 634 dwellings, including several blocks of back-to back narrow lot townhouses containing approximately 156 units. The development of the Fairwinds West subdivision at 33 Johnwoods street and part of the Fairwinds South subdivision  has yet to be approved. Included in the issues are requirements for larger park areas (possibly in conjunction with the adjacent Tartan Homes development) and the orientation of homes to be built adjacent to Johnwoods Street.

171 McCooeye Lane, (Larco Homes)

Twelve townhouses, in four two storey blocks are under construction on McCooeye Lane, at the rear of the Crossing Bridge Shopping Plaza. Following a public information meeting to introduce the proposal a draft site plan was circulated late in 2008. Given the narrow rural nature of the roadway, the SVA felt that as a matter of pedestrian safety a sidewalk should be constructed on the east side of McCooeye Lane; comments were provided to that effect. These were dismissed by the Planning Department although we continue to have concerns in this matter.

6303 Hazeldean Road – Sobeys Plaza

A consultation meeting to consider the proposed site plan for this development was held on January 26th. Concerns expressed were mainly on the layout, the access from Kitiwake Drive and the design and appearance of the buildings. The main focus was on the supermarket, which will be the anchor building and Sobeys’ representatives were asked to come back to the community once the designs were prepared. This request was also incorporated in our written comments. Little has been forthcoming however, although a revised site plan including elevations with minor modifications was distributed in October.

20 Cedarow Court

Plans have been made to develop a shopping plaza of 5679m2 (61,000ft2) floor area in Cedarow Court with access onto Hazeldean Road. A total of four buildings are planned but uses and tenants have yet to be identified. A presentation was made to the SVA on June 11th by the architect – concerns expressed included access routes and potential traffic to be generated. Nothing further has developed on this item.

5649, 5705 and 5717 Hazeldean Road - North American Properties
The proposed site plan for Phase 1 of this development was circulated in July. The property is on the north side of Hazeldean Road straddling Huntmar Drive, with phase 1 to the east of Huntmar Drive It is proposed to have a total gross floor area of 15,328m2 (165,000ft2) and in excess of 1000 parking spaces. In written comments, the SVA indicated concerns with traffic patterns, access, drive throughs, etc. We have asked for a community consultation meeting in order for residents to see what is being proposed. Nothing further has transpired.

The foregoing are some of the issues having probably the greatest impact on our community and some are still to be the subject of public consultation meetings over the coming months As we have said in the past, anyone concerned with our future growth should make a point of attending these meetings whenever possible. Although the SVA participates in public consultation meetings on development projects in our watchdog role of speaking for community interests, extensive and vocal community support is also essential if an effective voice for Stittsville is to be heard.

David G. Jenkins

Director
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EXCELLENCE IN CIVIC LEADERSHIP AWARD REPORT

2008 - 2009 

In December 2008, I made a proposal to the Executive of the SVA to create a Civic Leadership award for graduating high school students in our community. Initially I envisioned it as an award to encourage young people in political leadership. All together, we broadened the criteria to encourage all forms of civic leadership among our Grade 12 graduating students. 

In mid-February the SVA Executive approved a motion to create the award. 

Working with a subcommittee of Theresa Qadri, Doug Sutherland, Christine Hartig and David Jenkins, we created selection criteria and a selection process.  

The final criteria are:

· a student at one of the three local high schools at which most Stittsville students are enrolled: Sacred Heart Catholic High School, South Carleton High School or Frederick Banting Alternate Program. 

· a demonstrated leadership ability

· personal integrity

· vision

· passion for his/her convictions

· ability to communicate effectively 

All of the above shall be demonstrated for the benefit of the community.

So each year:

Applications will go to our three local high schools: Fred Banting, Sacred Heart and South Carleton in mid-March 

A subset of three SVA members will serve on the selection committee and conduct the interviews and selection at each school in May.

The Recipients receive a plaque and a $200 cheque from the SVA President at each of the Graduation ceremonies.

All finalists also receive a certificate of appreciation

For our first awards, we had two Recipients –one from each of South Carleton and Sacred Heart. The response from both the schools and the students was very positive. Both our community newspapers placed photos for us and helped us to spread the word about the new award.

I am grateful that the SVA in its wisdom approved this project to encourage our youth to be the future civic leaders of our community.

Louise Beggs

Director
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PARADE OF LIGHTS 2008 REPORT
2008 – 2009

November 29, 2008 was the 10th anniversary of “Parade of Lights”. Again the event was a huge success with more than 50 decorated and lighted floats.  Floats from outside the village were in the parade along with floats from Stittsville and from our own volunteer fire department. Our Santa again was perched atop the ladder truck. Volunteers from the Stittsville Lions Club collected donations and food for the Stittsville Food Bank.
The Goulbourn Jubilee Singers entertained the viewers with seasonal songs and carols. Hot chocolate was served in the park.

When Santa arrived at the park, the lighted trees thanks to the Stittsville Lions Club were turned on for the duration of the festive season.

I would like to thank the members of the organizing committee, and the volunteers for their dedication and help to “Light Up Stittsville 2008”

Marion Gullock 

Director
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WINTERFEST 2009 REPORT
2008 – 2009

The Ottawa-Stittsville Rotary Club held a Trivia Challenge Evening on Friday evening at the Lions Club hall.  Again it was a great success with all tickets sold.

Sunday saw the outdoor activities begin at the Ralph Street Park from noon to 4 pm. The weather was good, the rinks in good shape thanks to the guardian and many adults took park in the games and rides available. Jam Can curling, chicken bowling, broomball and friendly hockey games were popular along with the hay ride.

Highlight of the day was the return of the bed races, with Motion Works being the winner. 
Our famous broomball game between the Stittsville Volunteer Firefighters and the “Ladies” team was again won by the ladies.

Unfortunately due to Mr. Kanbayashi being on an overseas assignment the very popular ice sculptures could not be made.

Thank you to all who took part, playing, volunteering, and making our “Stittsville Winter Carnival” a great success.

Marion Gullock 

Director
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ARTISTS AND AUTHORS IN THE PARK 2009 REPORT

2008 – 2009

Based on the suggestions of some artists and authors after the two separate events in 2008 to combine the two events into one in order to attract more visitors, the SVA Executive accepted this recommendation. Furthermore it was suggested that also the event should be staged in May rather than June so that there would be less potential conflicts with similar events in June in other parts of the City.

Consequently the event took place on Sunday, May 24 from 12:00 noon to 5:00 PM. The one hour shift in timing was also decided upon to reduce any overlaps with church services on Sunday.

There were close to 40 participants nearly evenly divided between Artists and Authors. In order to ensure that an orderly set-up could be achieved, 3m x 4m areas were marked on the Park with walkways between the exhibits. The orderly arrangement was appreciated by the participants. No specific locations were assigned to participants - it was on a first come first served basis. We also found out that mixing artists' displays with authors' displays provided better exposure to all. A charge of $10 was levied from the participants to defray some of the costs for organizing this event.

In order to insure that as many artists and authors were made aware of the event, we received support from the Ottawa Independent Writers Association and the Ottawa West Art Association. Our local weekly Newspapers, The Stittsville News and EMC Stittsville/Kanata provided information about this event which helped to raise awareness for Authors and Artists who may not be members of associations.

BBQ and beverages were provided by volunteers from the Rotary Club. Good weather clearly was an asset to bring out above average number of visitors. Many Artists and Authors were able to make sales and/or take orders. They indicated that they would like to participate in this event also in 2010.


Metin Akgun

President
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CANADA DAY REPORT
2008 – 2009

Events like Canada Day can not happen and never have happened by the effort of one person alone. A dedicated group comes together to form a committee. This committee takes care of a variety of items from grants, entertainment, toilets, signs, fundraising, cleaning the park, putting up the stage and taking it down, to reserving the park, the list goes on and on; they all do this in order to make the day come together for the community. Many hard workers made calls arranged things so people in Stittsville and surrounding areas could enjoy a quieter event than in downtown Ottawa. I thank everyone who helped with this event and without you events can not go on.

Unfortunately it was a little to quiet at the fireworks; they were too quick and silence did prevail.  Our fireworks company was so apologetic at the outcome of our Canada Day and has promised to outdo themselves for 2010! 

Fundraising is always a hard job. We had a professional who offered her assistance to us in giving us new ideas which have proven to be valuable. One example is the sponsorship program for 2008 Canada Day; this program proved that it works and in the history of the SVA brought in more funds than in any other year. It allowed the SVA to take fifteen percent and give it to the general account and three thousand dollars to Village fest. No issues arose in 2008.  This year fundraising took a different angle and was received by the community well.  

I have a recommendation that in the future, the event committees provide all SVA members with minutes of these meetings. It is difficult to be a member and looking after another area i.e. planning, transportation etc. of the SVA and not be aware what is going on. Any meetings a SVA member individually or as a committee has should be brought back to the SVA Executive with minutes. This will prevent confusion and misunderstanding in the future.

With everything in life, we learn to improve at what we do and how we do it, but communication in the proper way is the key.    

Thank you.
Theresa Qadri

Director
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VILLAGE FEST REPORT
2008 – 2009

Village fest turned out to be a beautiful day buy the early rain and the week of rain did scare some away. Not as many people we had hoped for lined Main Street to watch the Parade. However attendance at the Park was good.
Robin who has gone through surgery and more was a trooper and the leader of the committee. He led the day with a great introduction.
Marion, the lady of a zillion ideas came up with this years theme which was Honouring Our Police and I am pleased to say I have not seen so many police helping as I have this year from the street corners to directing the horse buggy. It was great….
Evelyn’s idea of the organic market was well received by the community and should be considered for future events. Participating businesses too were very pleased with the event.
Metin the president from early morning to late at night he is there doing barricades, blocking roads to garbage pick up, signs, he gives us confidence and makes you want to help out.
Maureen, who knew she was so creative, lined the art of work of children of all ages around the park. It was a contest to depict in pictorial form what the Police meant to them. The Slide and Bounce were a great attraction for the many children coming to the Park. Stage performances were certainly of high quality. 
Thanks to Mike and Sean for their hard work at the stage and the soap box derby; David with his red van and trailer; he is always there starting at 7 am helping with barricades, helping with setting up and tearing down the stage, moving this and that tirelessly until the end of the day.
There were many more Hélène, Kathy, Dave, Jason, Ryan, and Jean and all the clubs and churches. I am sure I have missed a few and if so please note you are appreciated.
The day was a success and again it is about the people who help out and to the people who come out and enjoy the day. 
It is by the people for the people………
Thank you.
Theresa Qadri

Director
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TURPIN STITTSVILLE SOAP BOX DERBY REPORT
2008 – 2009

The third annual Turpin Stittsville Soap Box Derby was held this year at Village Fest and was a great success. 

We were able to raise sufficient funds this year to allow for the purchase of race wheels from the American Soap Box Derby Association at a cost of about $150.00 per car. These wheels are a great advance over the wheels that we originally used for the cars and the cars are now competitive in the speed that they can achieve, not to mention the fact that racers can make it all the way down the hill without having to be pushed.

We did have to make some last minute adjustments to the cars and I want to thank Fern Turpin, who is also the major sponsor for the event for picking up the tools and working with Sean and myself to cut and modify the axles of each car to fit the thicker race wheels. The use of a skill saw, drill gun and the generator meant that this job was accomplished in the field on race day and all the cars were then able to be used.

George’s Marine provided us with an ATV and this was used to bring the cars back up the hill after each race. I would like to ask that the SVA send a letter to them thanking them for their help. We also had sponsorships for the cars and race entry fees that after expenses leave the finances for race with a positive balance.

We had members of the Sacred Heart Huskies Senior Football Team working to load the cars onto trailers after each race so they could be returned up the hill and without this assistance we would not have been able to handle the number of races that we did.

The Canadian Soap Box Derby Association is wanting to run the races again next year, There has been a suggestion that because the race is as late in the year as it is not all the racers attend and we miss having more local participation mainly because of conflicts with hockey. Should we look at a separate race weekend for this event perhaps in July or August? 

Respectfully submitted.

Mike O’Rourke

16 November 2009
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TREASURER'S REPORT

2008 – 2009

	GENERAL  ACCOUNT

	ITEMS
	CREDITS
	EXPENSES
	BALANCE

	Opening Balance - December 2008 
	
	
	3,924.32

	Donations, Sale of T-Shirts, Artists and Authors in the Park Fees, Donation Box
	372.85
	
	

	Office Supplies, P.O. Box Rental, Wreath for Remembrance Day, Liability Insurance, Civic Leadership Awards
	
	2,889.72
	

	Balance as of 12 November 2009
	
	
	1,407.45

	WINTERFEST (CARNIVAL)

	Opening Balance - December 2008
	
	
	1,543.50

	Donations, Sale of Food (Hot Dogs), Gift Certificates
	1,193.29
	
	

	Gift Certificates, Rental Fee to G. Scharfe, Food Bank Donation
	
	945.31
	

	Balance as of 12 November 2009
	
	
	1,791.48

	CANADA DAY

	Opening Balance - December 2008
	
	
	5,260.99

	Private Donations, Gov`t of Canada, City of Ottawa funds, Sale of Glowsticks 
	19,808.00
	
	

	EMC and Stittsville News Ads, Fireworks, Bands, Sound System, Recognition gifts for Performers, Entertainment costs, Portable Toilets
	
	23,770.39
	

	Balance as of 12 November 2009
	
	
	1,298.60

	VILLAGE FEST

	Opening Balance - December 2008
	
	
	(768.91)

	Donations
	6,150.00
	
	

	Hay Ride, Audio System, Pipe Bands, Singers and Dancers, Portable Toilets
	
	4,690.81
	

	Balance as of 12 November 2009
	
	
	690.28

	PARADE OF LIGHTS

	Opening Balance - December 2008
	
	
	542.73

	Cell Phones, Reindeer Insurance
	304.00
	
	

	Expenses
	
	254.25
	

	Balance as of 12 November 2009
	
	
	592.48

	

	ITEMS
	CREDITS
	EXPENSES
	BALANCE

	TURPIN STITTSVILLE SOAP BOX DERBY

	Opening Balance - December 2008
	
	
	2,538.28

	Donations, Registration Fees
	3010.00
	
	

	New Wheels, Fees to CSBRA, Portable Toilets
	
	1,417.16
	

	Balance as of 12 November 2009
	
	
	4,125.12

	

	SUMMARY OF THE SVA BUDGET AS OF 12 NOVEMBER 2009

	T  O  T  A  L  S
	30,838.14
	33,967.64
	9,905.41

	NON-SVA FUNDS MANAGED BY THE SVA

	YOUTH FUNDS

	Opening Balance - December 2008
	
	
	846.57

	Donations, Food and Beverage Sales in the Park at Events
	785.00
	
	

	Ski Trip - City of Ottawa
	
	250.00
	

	Balance as of 12 November 2009
	
	
	1,381.57

	

	SENIORS FITNESS INSTRUCTOR COURSES

	Opening Balance - July 9, 2009
	
	
	10,000.00

	Food and Beverage for information Meeting, Hall Rental, Instructor Remuneration
	
	3,446.99
	

	Balance as of 12 November 2009
	
	
	6,553.01


Jean Kerr

Treasurer

16 November 2009

NOTE:  Persons interested in the details of the SVA finances should contact the Treasurer.
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